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4 | T E @ E D FE C; EOQZ@, 26January 2018, Friday

Dear friends,

I came to the conclusion last night that Africa to us is like pornography topornophile.
We want to look away but are happiest when we keep dipping our souls into that sauce, mixed
metaphors being the most accurate form of description for convoluted emotions. Africa
AT 10171 00AOG T U AiTOETT 08 [/ Ohmebtmve Ve@dving peofl€E A OEAO
around with whom we can share Africa. Last night we had dinner with friends from Tanzania.
Jeff was born there to a missionary couple and grew up in northern Tanzania. He filled us in on
some of the unrecorded histories and pernalities in preparation for our upcoming trip (in
Oxl AAuUOGQgs ! £#OAO AETTAOh xA OAO OT CAOEAO &£ O A
hamper us. In 1993 Jeff and Barb were the couple, then in their 20s, who tried to kill us with a
sprint up 14,950 foot Mt. Meru. They made it to the top. Jean and | were content with our
AT1 NOAOO OEAO AAU T &£ ,EOO0IA -A0OO AO A 1 AOA pcghr
1 AOO EAT £ T ET Ah xA8A T11U EAOA AAKEofthat todplel OU Of
xEl AEAA Al EI AET C -AOO xEOE 0O0ebd

OAADO &£ O PAAEEI ¢ OEA Ai i pOOAO AT A AOGAOUOEE
3AO00AAUR A OAET U AAuh EO AAET ¢ CEOAT 1 06AO0 0O &
especially after the shoalswd OT OOAA ET OEA DPOAOGETI 60 AEADPOAO8 3«
fourteen virtuous standards one must meet to be a bishop, of which | meet two: married to one
xT T AT AT A O AA O1 AR08 "OO OEA EETA 1T &£ O1 ARO )
meant serious of heart. So that makes me one for fourteen, about average for me, not that |
mean to be bragging. And even that one that | am, | am thus only because | was extremely
blessed to have married Jean. Others, through circumstances beyond their control,uga
Al AGOAAn xAOA 110 Al AOOAA xEOE 11T A ObPI OOA A
fourth, or whatever spouse isstill Ok OT 1 AOO Ul 6 AOPEOA O1T AA EOE]
AAAAOAAT A8 - U AEAOI OEOCA O1T AAAOITA© UO 411 OGA A OA OEAA |
OADPI AAAT AT O Obl OOAhd xEEAE Al T AO &OIiT TTA T £ 1U
different from bigamy.

Tomorrow will probably be my last blog from this side of the Atlantic and this side of
OEA ANOAOI 08 )GET BORADO7AAS ROAARANRT ROO OEAGSO 111
extra prayer material? If so, think about us. Love, Jeannmarv

41- 1 O O | ® A Oﬂ\/&\- LA O AoEMll, 28 dnuary 2018, Sunday
Dear friends,
) ¢i O Op AO v Ag8i 8 AT A OPAT O OEA 11 O1TETC EI
need to wake Jean for another hour. | glanced at the calendar and saw the number 28. When it
OAUO ¢wh EOBO O&BI A AROODOCDI Al AROABO) I T OEA bl A

AT A OAAT EUA OEAO 1 U x1T OE EO AT Ah OEAO OEAOABO
tense moment ahead in customs at the airport in Tanzania, but we have our shots (we needed

nol A OEEO OEIi AAQh 1T 060 OEOAO AOA ET 100 PAOGODPI 000
AOO EOGG11 AA ciiT A Oi cAO O OEA DI AT A8 ) OEEIE
I ARAAA OT h xA8OA OEAO xAl 1 WeAhKd dodething dvedsbop AO A P

xEAO xA8OA AT EITC ATA ¢i AT EOh 1 AOO xA &£ OGCAOS
need to be more careful with every step.


https://jeannmarv2013.wordpress.com/2018/01/27/tonight-two-nights/
https://jeannmarv2013.wordpress.com/2018/01/29/to-morrow-bravely-we-march/
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Vacuumed socks and school supplies

7EAT xA CAO 11 OEA Bekideima Jean)wdl btdrt to@enentber AIR ADT U A
the things she forgot, things she intended to do, and new thoughts about the things she could
have brought. Such is life.

Unrelated: | know a young man who had a car accident this week, nothing serious but
thecarET &£OI 1T O 1T £ EEIi O0OI bbAA AT A EA AEAT 60 NOEOAS
O000&EZAAAR AOO EA OADPI OOAA OEA ET AEAAT O O OO0 xEO
I EEA 1T A OAUEI ch O-U AAOQEOI T i OAAI AOORRRD mAm&op
xAO OEA AAOC8O Z£AOI On OEA OAAT A EO O Al Al As )
kind of Glame-thinking 8may have roots in my Lutheran background or in the fact that | am
almost always the guilty party. | am, because | dbings and often reach out further than |
should, sometimes | get left looking really guilty although more often stupid is the word that
best describes the situations | get myself in. An example: when | was in college | found one of
my dorm-mates being stk among the rhododendrons. | tried to get him to his room but we
were caught and both accused of drinking. | was a senior, he was a freshman x1 Ol AT 8 O OAI
OEAI )Y6A AAAT 11 A AAOA xEOE A CEOI T1TAIAA - AOOE
throw him out because | was a senior they were eager to get rid of, just weeks from graduation.
)y 8OA T AOGAO AAAT OEU AAT 6O OAUEI ch 0O0)O0 EO )8d )
OAAl EUA OEA &I OCEOET ¢ COAAA 1T £ ' bwWwwytheyEdiiGanx AAE O
accident. A ticket was issued, but not to the car. Silly car!

o i

STANDREINS LUTHERAN]|
CHURCH |

Our church
This afternoon our church had its annual meeting and Jean was elected to the church
AT O1T AEIT 8 )1 AATI AAOAOGET T h xA3O0A IeknerbBourastave A AT O1
presidential candidates run on such a platform? This will impact our lives somewhat, but we

EAOA A i110E OI EZECOOA 100 EI x8 | KOOAI 1 UR xA Al
Such is life. And now, off to Africalét there be bve and blessings to you all. Love,
Jeannmarv

4 E A @ E Q E & F]A éE@MZ, 29 January 2018, Monday


https://jeannmarv2013.wordpress.com/2018/01/29/thats-right-we-left/
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Dear friends,

lriT1T¢c OEA ET £ O ACGETTETET ¢ OOAOQOOBE LD AGDA ODAIAEB
xEl'l AA wed AO OEA +EIEI ATEAOT ! EOPI 008 4EAO0GO
everything was packed. There was anmail last night telling us that an expected package was
not arriving and so | was ale to put the last of the toys into the last suitcase. It will be sad to
return home in a few weeks and have our place Dupiivee and dinosaurless.

This evening we fly United to Washington, DC (2,306 miles), then Ethiopian Air (7,193
miles) to Addis Ababaand down to Tanzania (861 more, a 10,26ile total), landing at 1 p.m.

IT 7AAT AGAAuUs 7A811 AA Al AOGAT OEI A UITAO AAOO I
EO EOOO 1 OAO ¢m8uv EIi 600Oh AT A OEA OCO®Hapd £AAOT 06
AETTAO O ' AAEOh AT A A& TA O 4ATUATEA8 3AO0ET OOI
you ask for anything better? Our returrtrip will be by way of Dublin feature five flights (two

more than getting there), and take 25 hours of actual @ ET A8 ' T ET Ch xA81 1 OPAT
ET 000 ET OEA Ox1 OAOIETAI On xAd11 AA OPAT AET C 1
OAOOOT OOEDP8 7A811 AA 11 OEA CcOiI OT A ET 4AT UAT EA

a year, to avoid these flightsAlso the ELCA was willing to pay more to let us have the saner o
I OOAOAAI £EIECEO OEAT xA xAOA xEITET C Ol PAU A
across the waters, this time three hops, next time five.

y 861 OOAUET ¢ EIT I AsuitCdses fattil trinid, Ading thé phondallk,
insurance, international computer protection, and just generally being charming while Jean is

I £ 01 AEOOAE AT A OxeEin *AAT AAEIi ¢ *AAlT8 )&l Al
been doingthe detai® T O AAAAOOA OEA50 EOOO AAEI ¢ *AAi8 )O
AAET cOho AO ET EOOO AAEI ¢ EOIi AT 7TEOE OEAOh OEE

Jeannmarv

Take Fllg ht, Monday Blog 1413, for 29 January 2018, Thursday

Dearfriends,

If you know the anguish and trials of long distant flights, it might be best for you to skip
reading this blog lest it bring back too many memories that are best left forgotten.

It had been our last night in our bed, the last night before the twoights on the planes
when we can sleep flat again, in a place where our feet can be at the same elevation as our

EAAAO8 7A8A Al OAAAU AAlI EOAOCAA 1060 ZAEAEAOE OOEOAAO

T AOAx60 Al A 11 xfonsgpiratorotshaygling@dcks, uAderidar, and toys to X
AOEDPPI AA AEEI AOAT ET 4ATUAT EA8 ) &driminaAOO0OI A xEOE
Oi OCCcl ET ¢ EA8O ATTA8 (A mI EAO 106060 11 4EOCOOAAU A

the last and perhaps finaclassroom building at the Maasae Girls Lutheran Secondary School.

(ABO AT TEITC xEOE OxI OOEOAAOAOh Tcondpira@isaundsET OAIl A&

I1EEA A AEOA OAOih AOO Ei OEEO AAOA EOB0 OIi AET x

Al O EAI D 1T O EETAAO EEih EA3O Tix 11 EEO 1 x18
On that last day, | was up at 3:30 in case there was anything else | could do with the

already packed, weighed, sealed luggage: two suitcases, an old black plastic trunk from our

missionary days, and a wheelg duffle-bag. The weights, again | repeat myself, registered at

Tw8¢oh tTw8¢ph Tw8th AT A tx8¢ j ADO EO xAbnsOODOAEAAQ

were all overweight but not by much, they had a kilo limit each. Had they demanded money

becaus our carry-ons were overweight, we both had clothes to put on until we got past their

OAAlI AGs 7A60A OOAOGATT AA AAEI OAh xA Epus50x EEAE O

Ib.). Translation: there was nothing for me to do until our 10:10 p.m. fligt. Oh, | hate days like

OEAOG8 7EAO ) AEA AAAT I Pl EOE EO OEAO AAAAOOGA xA
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shoelace and tied the zippers or padlock holes (trunk only) with a double knot and then cut off
OEA AGAAOOh Ol x A dedn inkiem.iTheA hviowslly dusO ATEAAD 6 AOEAA OG5 O £
verb, right?) the knots. | thought obviously insecure knots might get past where padlocks could
not.

Jean is so very different than | am. She slept in, went to church to count the Sunday
offerings, then went swimming and shopping and treated the day as if it were a gift to her.
Meanwhile, back in the cave, the grouch was grurmg. | walked, | fussed, andwatched Hansel
andGretell T 468 ) EAOA OEI xO OEAO OAIET A irdovie,£ [ U AE
you may not know what a ridiculows statement that is.) Our grandephew who we hoped
xI O1 A AOEOA OO Oi OEA AEODPI 00 EAA O xi OE OEAO
friend. Jane is someone whose life has few quiet moments for heffsalo naturally she agreed to
leave her meeting early and take us to the airport. That means our car got left in Kent rather
OEAT 11T AEAA Ob ET *AAT 60 AOI OEAOG6O GCAOACA8 ) O x
and knew dropping us off was partégEe  OEA Al AOGOET ¢c08 ) x1 1 AAO E£E A 1
way about our leaving.

We were at Sedac three hours early. We walked up to the United Airlinesounter; no
other customers were there. Jean regaled them with tales of our coming adventures. They
xARECEAA AAAE OOOTE AT A OEAEO 1 O0i AAOO 11 OEA OAA
they were expecting. How better to take an extra five pounds along than by writing 50 pounds
on the package. They were on to that trick. | think the honesty surm@&dthem. But Jean was
charming;they checked our luggage through to Kilimanjaro Airport. I, ever the cynic, thought
OEAO xEAT OEA 1 O0OCCACA AEAT 60 AOOEOA xEOE OOh OE
if the luggage ever showed up in Tanzani8ut as of that moment, it was their problem; my
purpose was getting dinner.

Boarding the plane was easy, the seats equally uncomfortable. This was the day before
4001 P8O EAEOOO O3OAOA 1T &£ OEA 51TEIT6 AAAOAOGO AT A
people heading to Washington D.C. In fact, in the firstass section alone, there were already
OAOGAT PATBIA TTTEETC O AA OPCOAAAAdasypeoplei OCEOh
were crowded, but we simple souls in steerage all had three seatsitcO OOAT OAO8 ) O Al AO
any better than that. We slept as well as could be hoped for, landed in DC and with four hours
to kill until our 10 a.m. flight to Addis Ababa. Thus, Monday ended. Others were handling our
heavy luggage (you do realize that ouiolur pieces of luggage and four carrpns equal my
weight, a thought that should embarrass me but instead only makes me chuckle, those weight
conscious fools). All we had to do was eat breakfast and catch the next flight on Ethiopian Air,
13%4th hours of beng pampered. Thus ends day one. Stay tuned. Love,
Jeannmarv

A Day That $ E A E>X@S{i0g 1414, 30 January 2018, Tuesday
Dear friends,
4EEOOAAT ET OO0 AAOTI OO AECEO OEI A UITAO j xAGA
like this. We landed in DC at &ur bodies said 3 a.m. We waited until ten (body says 7 a.m.) and
then got on the flight. The rest of the day goes like this: four hours until dusk, the night lasted
seven hours, and the next day lasted an hour before the plane landed. Our watches anddwd
said Tuesday, 7 p.m., everyone around us thought of it as Wednesday at 6 a.m. Our brains asked
OEA Ei pi OOEAI A NOAOOGEI 14 O! OA xA AxAEA UAOed 4E

OAA PAOO EO ! AAEO EO 11 O -+rhileskolgd inger &xplicatvé ere OEAOA S
- » 0006 A OAAITAA 4EAG xAGI56 A AAUB 91 650A OEC
I EOAOAOU 11 O0AO A O OB AandmOELD, 7,198 hilds, 1720 AR, i€ Od Op



JeannMarvs Africa 2018

pT # O $N6 Oeppe®d NI Owic cCALOEQIT ¥ wBAT OOOAOI AT

lit telling me to return to my seat. | held on instead. | was OK, the old Atlantic fisherman skills

OOOOEOANG O.ETA EI®RA0 DEEOc xEDOODAOOAEROOIOhA) 60

quality-FOAA AOAT 686 O7A AOI OOAA 1 OGAO . Ax & O Al AT A

)y OAT AT Ah OEAT 1T O0AO0 wcuUbO AT A 30AAIB@Sovéed4 T B ODA

Europe, elevation 36,000, outside temp96°8 6 31 | OAE &£ O 1 EOAOAOU 11
ti0 OAOOEAI A O xAOOA A AAUh T O Q@lotlikeEOA A A

being sick;you just survive until you reach tomorrow. Short blog, little content. We just

survived. We flew out at 10 a.m., we landed at 6 a.m., and we called it a.d2yr bodies were

i O ATET C O1T i AOEET ¢ AAT OO EO AEAAI EI ¢ yhaaitlA x D8I 8

Buses across the countryit feels the same way. You endure, but you do not live. With

Greyhound, that airline with the really bng runways, youdd 6 O Eldgdydu justh®

comatose. | recognized the feeling getting off the plane in Addis. Love,

Jeannmarv

The Loveliest Slg ht Blog 1415, 31 January 2018, Wednesday

Dear friends,

Unbeknownst to most people in my life, | sometimes | have momenis/£ DAT EA8 ) 06 O
AT 160111 AAT AR A1l ) EAOA O1 ATl EO AOTEA OEAO OE
O# 0001 i 0856

We were spending another four hours of meaningful time in an airport. Jean had wisely
bought the newest Time and The Economist in D.C. &hare good magazines to bring to Africa,
OOOAITT U 1100 I £ OEAEO AOAAEETI ¢ T AxO AOI EA OEA b
treat. She also bought a $15 book of short stories by$®8 * Al AOGh T T A T &£ *AAT 80
writers who stopped wwtE OET ¢ OECEO AZOAO OEA AEAA8 41 EAOA C
read half of the first story on the plane but left the book for others to read when she got off. |

5 A

A
A A
5A

AU

EOOO xAl EAA AOiI O1T A8 4EAOAGO A i1 ONOAegedsonOEA AEO
backward bidet where they who need clean feet before they pray can wash their feet before

xAl EET ¢ AAOI 60 OEA £Z£EI OEU OAOOAUUT EIT1TT 08 )0660
walking. There were probably 200 blueberet wearing UN peackeepers in the airport. |

1 AAOT AA OEA YadDAABAAK] XEEAE | AAT Oh O-1T OAho OAOCE
- 001 Ei 1 AAU xEIT OAOGAT OAA T A ETT1AETC *AAT 80 OAAC
luggage. Ever the international, culturalcharmef Ai h ) OAEAR O3 00Ah ABO |
ui 06 xeEAT OEA OAOOOT 0806 ) I 1T O0AA A 1EOOI Ah OEA bI
far enough and | had a twinkle in my eye. She then thought she might find a more comfortable
seatelsewhereandleff Ah 11 0 1T £#£ZAOET ¢ A OAATT A ' OAAEA x1 OA

polite company. | sometimes think | enjoy encountering pushy people.
_ To board an airplane there, security being what it is, you have to go through another
available to show them, | was wearing sandals, my little clear plastic bag containing hygiene
000&%E xAO OEAOA8 7A OOIT A ET 1TETAh *AAT uwAEAAA |
iU OAAOOEOU OAAAU EEOh OEAOA xAO Al )1 AEAT FEAITI
latched onto a belt loop behind him. He blocked everything. | had to take my sandals off (why?),
) /&I O0ClI O xEEAE DI AEAO AT 1 OWeEdndida sbdandl | bedamed h  x A OAT
hyper-frazzled? frazzled being my normal state, notfrazzled is good, hyperfrazzled is like
removing the bones from a puppy and then watching it try to fetch. My natural reaction is to
break into a deluging sweat that blinds me. This is the time to try not to look guilty. | was safe,
clean, andlegad OEA 0S8 O D OI A A Ausdd toxI&ah, @head obmé,@adth@réd our things
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as they slipped through the Xay scanner, | shoeless, stepped into that rotatingray machine
which offered some screener a view no one really wants to see, but | was still wearing my

W@Mlmwmq@QEAT OEAQS’QEA gTTAAOE@] LAAU AO QEAAI
QL’LIAQEAAIeév#QOOT[Q E[lE AQA~AI§AQO DA[D[A’QT
AOOOT T © AT CAlh O) xAO EZEOA T ET OOAO Mathsax EAT 1 U

proof of something only an American would say. Drenched like a Gatoradeenched winning
football coach, Jean watched everything as | reassembled my luggage, water dripping off me
like a leaking gutter, and we moved into the bright waiting room. Because dfd light, | reached
for my sunglasses and the stem broke off in my hand. Jean let me curl up in a corner for a while
so | could regain my focus. The room was warm, | was sweating like someone with malaria, and
| just wanted to get back to my Bellevue study it was not an option.

The plane came. We got on. We sat, she reading the Time and | read a Wikipedia article
on Arthur Rimbaud, an old French poet, total scremap, and precursor of the Surreal
Movement. This would be my third and final time to start to rad through this biography and
poems, the other two tries had fallen flat quickly. The plane landed on time, the third time in a
row we arrived uneventfully. We had our visas, all we had to do was find our checked luggage,
sneak 300 pair kids underwear, 32%airs of socks, 100 sweatshirts, 52 floatingoys, 231
dinosaurs, and 172 cars and trucks, not to mention 1124 pencils, 42 scissat8,rulers, and
countless Duplo blockghrough CUSTOMS. But that, my friends, is for the next blog, possibly a
book lengthblog. Love,
Jeannmarv

WEdnESday Customs Il  Blog 1416, 31 January 2018)§ednesday
Dearly beloved friends,

"AAAOOA ) OiI i AGEI AO 1 EEA xEAO )B30A xOEOOAT
Al T c8 O51TAAETT x1T 600 O1 11 OOb6hakinbni RO Eil £ 1 BUATI EEABA h) (¢
controllable; AT 1 ) EAOA O1T Al EO AOI EA OEAO OEOOAOET T (
O#0001 1 68866 'O OEA OiI1 ¢ O OECEOAI dO1I U OAUOR O
Charles/Norah Jones version.

All we had to do was lve all our documents in order. Just off the plane they were

AEAAEETI ¢ A1 O UAITTTx AEAOGAO OET 008 #EAAES8 4EAT xA
line. Then we went back and filled in the form that gave us our address while in Tanzania, that )
e?dbl AET AA xEU xA xAOA OEAOAR AT A Eix 111TC xABGA £

line just as a new woman came on line. She was a little short tempered with Jean; in rebuttal

*AAT xAO xEOAh AEAOI ET ¢h AT A TEXREO EERAG 8/ 6E 13GE8A ) O OMA
passport, | said thank you and we were in. That led us into the luggage room where everything

xAO OOAAEAA O6bP8 7A Cci 6 Oxi AAOOGO j (AUR 3AAOGOI An

separately, if possible. They keptudt CAOEAOh OEAUBA Cci1 OOAT OEA 1T £ Ol
jiu Z£ZAOI OEOA AEi EAAQ8 4EA I A1l ET AEAOCA OAEARh O
OOEAA AOO ) AT O1 AT808 (AAO OEEOh ) AI O1I AT 80O 1T PA
leather strips? no one that touched our luggage. Oh, the hand of God is discrete and strong.

They had a cutter that enabled me to cut through the du¢ape and leather and, behold, the

trunk was full of sweatshirts, underwear, socks, and toys. We told him whthey were for. He

OAEA O/ PAT OEA T OEAO806 O) 080 Cci O OAI A OOOEENS )

words and graces took over and told of the gifts from our church (actually three churches, we

were the main one). He wanted to know the valuef everything, we had no idea what the cost,

most were used (not the underwear or socks), and everything was bought as a gift. Everything

she said was the truth, she added no other details. He said we should have had a letter of
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donation. She whipped outhe letter, double notarized and signed from our church. He looked

A6 660 AT A AAAEAAA OEAO xA xAOAT 806 OEA Oi &6¢cci AO
Eil x AAOOAO O OOEIEUA A 1 AOOCAO T &£ ATTAOERIT 1A@0
untaxed and unbound.

P

I, the great creature of faith until pressured that | am, was bouncing up and down,
Al 11T 00 OFATEEG CWATAAAOA EOAG 7EAT xA OOAPPAA 1T OO0
AOEAT AOh $AOGEA - OOE AT A %l EUAAAOE ( OACET Oh xAOA
showed up, they hugged Jeabut they looked at my sweaty, postustoms countenance and
hesitantly shook my hand although their eyes told me they were glad to see me. They discretely
wiped off their suddenly damp and clammy right hands. Coming through that emotional
minefield of customs, then walking out into the heat of Africa summer and sewj friends
x AEOET ¢ O COAAO Ui Oh OEAOB3O A Al AOOEIT C8

This day, the 8th anniversary of our last day of working with the ELCA and the Maasae
Girls School, (Jan. 31, 2010), we were back. | now gush with the incredible belief that God hears
the prayers of the fints. We were covered by prayers, an umbrella of blessing, and the poor
xI Ol A AT AO1T 6860 EAOGA A Al OA AAiI 60 EO8 0) 811 DOAU
TEAA AAuso 21 AAOO AO AOOOI i 6h OEA OAwiitpdt, EECEAO
was there; he felt whatever the indescribable nature of prayer is, and he moved us through. The
ELCA car was ready when we got to Asha. Jean got a new phoneca®EAS8 O 11 1 ET A8 7/
our friends at the Snake Park. Last night was this supgEO1 1 0711 £ A1 OA 11118
Africa is better than going back to Africa, for now the journey is over the adventures can begin.
Now we get back to being dumb and blessed, rejoicing and awed. The predawn morning birds
sang us awake beneath the brig moonlight, the fan was on all night, the drivers are still crazy
AT A OEA AEAT O EO 11 OAT U8 | Z#OEAAh EA xEI AEAT 80
all your prayers,
Jeannmarv

2 A A A %$ ABIog 1417, 2 February 2018, Friday

Dear friends,

3 a.m., Friday morning. Today will see us leave at 6 a.m., pick up friend Dick Swaisgood
at the airport at 7:15, vigt the ALMC Hospital, the Snake Park, the Maasae Girls School, and visit
AOEAEI U xEOE 2AAAAAA %01 AOOh xEOE xETi xA OPAT O
hours today. We know this truth about Africa, any time you have more than one item on your
ACAT AA £ O OEA AAU Ui O60A DPOOEET ¢ Wnht@QetihgDAES8 7A
to the airport. Anything else we accomplish thereafter is a bonus.

Yesterday we sat with our friend, Rebecca E., and listened to experts in the field talk to
her about the necessity and consequences of taking off her left leg (below the knee) and the
things she can still do in life from a wheelchair. It was a discussion Africans would prefer to


https://jeannmarv2013.wordpress.com/2018/02/03/rebecca-e-1/
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ignore. There is a reality looming in her life that is forcing Rebecta make a choice. She lives

ET DPAET h OAEAO EAAOGU AOOU PAET 1 AAEAET A OAOAOAI
Il EOA xEOET OO0 1 AcO 10 AEA8 4EA AAOEAOO xAuU xi Ol A
OEAS11 NOEOB8 7 Adand if kodsiDld, tobke eOite Bdsier Herted will never

EAAI 8 3EA AT AO 1106 xA1T O O AA A O1 O0ip ET OEA AIl

nightmare. Many people who lose legs wake up without them, the result of an accident, bomb,

ss i AOGEET ¢ Al OA OAOOEAI A8 3EA 1 OO0 AEiI T OA8 4EAOQGC
Rebecca has a bakery she cannot work in now, but she has two employees and there is

no doubt that she has trained them up in the ways they should work. Rebecca, much like Jean,

believes in clean and tk bakery shows it. They make cookies and sweet cakes, bread and rolls.

She has three ovens. She does quality control carefully. In addition to the bakery, in the back of

EAO ET OOA OEA EAO Ox1 OITiO0 xEEAE 3AEAQA! * ADA xS

hide girls, there are many sad stories about why that was necessary and there are mostly

joyous outcomes for these girls, some of whom feared for their lives, hid from kidnapping,

out. She has a third room also converted to rental room. Rebecca is set up to live a fairly

comfortable life by Tanzanian, and then she lost her right leg, and now, perhaps, her left.
AEEO xAARE xEI1 AA A Jlodebfithose mdnfelis wathovill &BcDh OEAG

the rest of her life and from which there is no return. We will return to this later. Love,

Jeannmarv

$ 086 "OE ABiog Al& 3 February 208, Saturday

Dear friends,

I #FOAO AAAT i PI EOEET C All ZEOA EOGAI O 11 100 04
Alich xA PDAOOA EAOA AT A OAI AGA A 001 OU ) EAAOA
world over here.

Dr. Misinjili, the headof school for eight years at the Girls School, is a Russian trained
veterinarian. While in Russia, he was forbidden to share the news of the Bible and forced to
attend classes on atheism. He vowed, after Russia, he will always teach the Good News. He does
that, even now with a schedule that is insanely overloaded, he takes the time to teachevel
$EOETEOUR TTA T &£ *AATS80 T1 A AT A AAT T OAA OOAEAAOD

One day he was called away from class to take a phone call. He left his Bible behind,

OEET EET C E Ad&dassOuk ity hetime Bl got Back, the class was gone and his Bible

xAO | EOOET C8 (EO PAOOITAIT h AAITOAA "EAT A xAO cCIi
campus this size (370 students right now), the word would get out, the truth would be

reved AA8 &ET Al 1 Uh AEOAO A EAx AAUOh x1 OA Cci O AAAE
office. She knew he knew, she brought the Bible with her. She handed it back to him and when

EA T PAT AA OEA Al OAO tenker@aine insilethedcdve 1A hisBhlk she x OE O
hadwriten EAO T Al A8 O7EUed EA AOEAAS

0" AAAOGOGA EO xAO OEA 1TT1U xAu ) AT OI A AA AlTI1
OAEA8 )OO xAO 116 OEA AT OxAO EA xAO AGPpAAOEI C8 4
girl who attended the class because the law says she must take the same classes as her
Al AOGOIi AOCAOGs 3EA Ai Ol AT60O OPAAE AEOAAOI U O EEI
why. She wanted to be baptizedd EA x AT OAA O1I AA A #EOEOGHEKAI 8 O- A

EAZ EO8O0 / +e6 $08 - AOEAAh OAAAEEI C £ O EAO PEITI
O4EAT TAO T A AAIT 0AOGOI O .86 EA OAEAS

0AOO0I O . AAi Ah EAAOA OEA OO1I OUh AT A OAEAR 09
I £ xAREO806 !1I0ET BTCEO ADI OBHO®IAG O AOOU O1 1T AAU EAO .
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TTx806 4EA DPAOOI O Agbpi AET AA OEAO ET OEA , OOEAOAI
AARAEI OA AT AAOI O AADPOEOI h AT A OEA xEI 1T AOGAO O7 OA
OEA %OEEI PEAT AOI OAE xEOE OEEITED xEI AOEAAR 04
$08 - AT A 0AOOT O . OAAI EUAA OEEO xAO A O'1TA 1I11

The girl, still a student, takes communion in private after th@ublic communion to
protect herself. She takes it with others who made that decision. The law is such that at 18 she
can legally make that sort of personal decision, but society and family politics are such that
discretion is wise. Dr. esueshi§NBiib§l xEOE AT T OEAO8O TAI A ET EOS

v

TheOAGO A 110 i | E A&
7A T AO OEA CEOI 8 3EA
that head and heart and soul. With love,

Jeannmarv
# A O A E Dq E;@ @\ O O A@g/@d]@; Sl.E'ebruary 2018, Saturday
Dear friends,

Although we stay about eight miles closer to the airport than we used to, thep now
takes halfan-ET OO 111 CAO8 4EAUS8OA EI bnddsteki) and&BddedOT AAO A
iTOA OOAZZEA 1 ECEOOh OEAUBOA Al 61 Al OA1 AA OEA 1
spaces in traffic with millions of mosquitopesky motorcycles. Laws do not apply to the
motorcycle, either legal or of physics (it seems) or logic (truly). Imagine flying along with a
group of planes and you look to your left and see they are all Kamikaze pilots, and to your right
AT A OAA 11T OA 1T EAUDDA OOAIOHh 01 Gl ATAR@® xEAO EET A |
xEAO EO8O 1 EEA AOEOETI ¢ OEOI OCE ! OOOEA 11 x8 [ xEI
hours. Our friend, flying directly overhead, covered the distance in less than four minutes in the
plane.

Only because his plane was late can we claim we were early. We got out of the car and
OEA T AT TA@O O OOh AEOAO A HAx 111 AT O06h OAEAN
recognize Jean, he said he recognized me because | looked like me, bubas as he saw me
walk he knew it was me. | wonder, do | even want to know what he meant? He is the son of the
EFEOOO - AOOIT AO -',33h EABA cOixi Obp AT A EO 11 x
the plane came. His mother, at 78, a born teachéad just started her own preschool for
neighborhood kids. That sounds like her.
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Dick Swaisgood, looking distinguiskd, honoring those who honor Janet

Dick Swaisgood was on the plane, got off looking fit, absolutely glad to be leaving the
plane behind.His suitcase, the fifth and final one for the Plaster House, came through
unexamined. We drove into downtown Arusha, he and Jean went to the bank and did some
shopping while | sat in the car with his luggage. | watched my old Arusha with all its mad chaos
OxEOI AOT OT A T A8 ) AEAT 80 OAA AT UiTA ) ETAxh AO
to sell me hats (I was wearing one) and art and toys and pillows, whatever they had. | could
speak enough Swabhili to tell the man trying to sell me an Englishi&hili dictionary that |
AEAT 60 xAT O OOAAAADIEARIICEEGOEA T U EOITO j DOT AAAT
understand my Swabhili). When they returned, we went to the big Lutheran hospital, ALMC, and
met with Dr. Mark Jacobson, our former colleague andigent friend. We finally let Dick eat as
we met with the people who were going to take him on a short safari in a few days, then we
AAT A O61 OEA 31 AEA O0OAOE xEAOA xA80A Ail OOAUET C8
we drove to the Maasae GirlSchool where Dick had paid for a new classroom in memory of his
wife. Dr. M told us a certain Bible story you may have read about (see above) and he showed
Dick the classroom. It was bigger than most, and there are two pudbwn doors to separate the
bigd AGOOI T 1 ETOI Oxi OiAITAO T1TAOG8 4EA PIET O EO
dedicated to his late wife Jan (Janet), will house up to 75 students, with special desks. Itis a
classroom with minimal windows, no shelves, and no place to cheatvdty year the Girls School
EO OAOAA O#1 AAT 6 Au OEA AgAi £ 1EOh T AATET C AOA
student and no cheating was found. To his surprise, Dick learned that Dr. M, with a little money
left from the classroom, had also bilt a sleeping room for the morning cook so she could sleep
on the campus without having to walk to work in the wee hours of the morning, or for some
who lived further away who had to sleep in one of the dormitories. The 10x10 room with one
window will ma ke life ggsir for the cook who works mornings on a rotating schedule.

Snake Park scenes of Maasai (w n'bring grass to yaihd well-horned cattle being traded

| think Dick loved it. It is a fitting tribute and memorial to Jan. She visited ourampus in
2014, she met and fell in love with the girls, the idea. In a world where so many dreams go bad,
OEA - AAOAA 'EOI O , OOEAOAT 3AAT 1T AAOU 3AETTI OOAU
Oi ET OOAAA T &£ CiETC EIIi A tedopOitheBdcdsihatone o2 AAAAAAG
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*AAT 60 EOOAAT A0 EAA gefoe@iclOm@dih thehakergh©ret cpr OEA AAU
2AAAAAA AT A EAO Oi18 51 &£ 0001 ACATuh xA OEETE EE
day, so we skipped the ride to théop of the Monduli Mountains to catch the sunset and came

ETT Ah AOA AOOCAOO AO OEA 31 AEA 0AOEh AT A OEAT |
Tuesday. Jean stayed at the Snake Park and socialized, | went to bed and slept until almost 3,

T T xm Yp dvriting blogs that my computer still tells me | writing yesterday, but Dick, Jean, and

| are already nto tomorrow. Such is the world;such is life. Amen, with love,

Jeannmarv

O i A q (j /g(NI‘f)A O (N:) C,IAEI(Al II Ag 1420, 3 February 2018aturday

Dear friends,

) x1 180 OPAAE 1T £# OEA EAAOh AOO ) AT O1I A8 )&i
) 60A AOOT E xAOAO O1 OEIl ) 8niake FakkAli wad aQongitripitoyéd A Ah AT A
back here. We started the morning by driving to the Plaster House. On a whim, | just typed in

G001 AGOAO (1 66An ! OOOEAR 4ATUATEAS AT A "TT1ClIA %A
2016 so the three new buildingOEAO AOA AAET ¢ AAAEAAOAA T AZO xAA
OEAOA O1 AAU AT A OAx OEAiI 8 4EAU Al AQEOO8 1T E O
AT 1T OOOOAOBETT AOAxO 1 AAT U OAAAA O A&EET EOE AOGAOUO

others) 6 OA OAEAT OEAOA AAAAOOA OI AAus o O1 60 xAO 4
welded to the kids. This week the buildings are the subject: a new dormitory for the older
clients (teens, yes, really, that old!), a house for eight volunteers, and affice building to
separate the clients from the visitors and to free up the old offices to be used as examination
rooms. A fairly reliable source said the cost for the three buildings was a hatfillion dollars,
three structures that would probably costten million dollars in the States. Money in the third
world can be stretched farther than in the US.

My plans were to return to our digs at the Snake Park right after we left the Plaster
House but they who sat in the front seat chose to go into Arusha feome shopping. It being the
first Saturday of the month did not seem to deter them at all. | saw three of my former street
guys this time, they all looked skinny; times have not been good for those whose livelihoods
depend on tourists. My sorrow was thanhone of them knew what happened to Fausti, a 14
year-i | A EEA ) G6A | AO Hisincooniless Walys/Since.fladdedhoted i
turns out Fausti is in Kenya studying computers, someone is sponsoring him. Really good news
to his old heart.)

Adeath in the family of our favorite shopkeepers meant our trip was in vain, except for
some small purchases. The trip from the Plaster House here took over four hours. The
highlight being Jean gettingstopped by the police. There is a new law in town ask you to
imagine this: you must stop at every crosswalk, come to a complete halt, wait a few seconds,
and if the walkway is clear you may proceed. Reckless Jean rolled up to the crosswalk, saw no
one, and rolled through at about five miles an hour. Sheas pulled over. Treating this as
another chance to be an obedient citizen of the world, Jean had the offended officer repeat his
instructions and interpretation of the law several times, often enough that he gladly let her go
with a warning while she, eve so graciously, thanked him for explaining the laws so carefully
and promising to never do it again. I, sitting in the back seat, watched other cars, seeing the
white police uniforms, would come to a halt, flash their emergency lights several times, and
then proceed slowly over the crosswalk. Seeing the car do that, | figured that driver had been
ticketed before and, seeing white uniformshe proceeded in obedience to obeythe foolishly
strict procedures. There are crosswalks intown atarate oftwopek 1 1 AE8 91 O Ai160 O
policy will impede daily traffic, do you? No, gpecially not during busy times. If no one is in the
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AOT OOxA1T Eh UI O 1 000 00 P O& O OAOAOAT OAATT Ad6d

you look for white uniforms in the vicinity of crosswalks. React accordingly. Secondarily, see if

there are people in the crosswalk yield to them, as necessary. If there are no white uniforms,

Oou Oi AOT EA EEOOET ¢ DAAAOOOEAT O yT i AOEAAR x
Tomorrow will be the dedication of the Janet Swaisgood Classroom at the Maasae Girls

Lutheran Secondary School. The major guests are Dick Swaisgood and the Bishop of the

Northwest Diocese. Thee is a silver plaque for Janethe bishop gets a gold one. (Later note,

the silver look was the protective sheet over the plaque, it came off and the plaque was golden.)

)y 081 1 Athve apd thierk toGupport DickE A6 O CT ET ¢ OF Z£AAA A 111¢c A

and | will be there for him, and then escape as soon as we cheading for two nights at the

Tarengire Safari Lodge (they are tents) and be grateful to be farther away from Arusha. Dick

xEll AA EITETEIC 00 OEAOA -i11AAU TECEON EA8O ¢i O
910611 EAOA Oi AOE EEih ADOAE ADEECOWEGEARSOOEAQ
£l AOT 00686 )OO xAO &£O1T O1 CcAO EEI 1T &£& OEA OOAZEAOE

EAAT 60 OAET AAREAEBAE CADADD -ébidieed hoadwileOmoguS E O x |

that dot the roadways. Shortwheelbase cas such as we are driving rock and roll their way

OEOI OCE OEA EIT1AO8 4EATh ET OEA TEAATA T &£ 1TTA 1
ever find, thereisaspeedd O1 P8 7A AT O1 AT860 A@bl AET xEU EO060 O
see the ekdication and be part of the tribute to his wife. Love,

Jeannmarv

! 6 | @AA M AE Aldg 1421, 4 February 2018, Sunday

Dear friends, ) S o
Yesterday ended watching the sunset @m Monduli Juu, the worduui AAT ET ¢ OEECE 8

you want to kirt the Monduli Mountains thatAOA EOOO 11 OOE 1 £ O00Oh Ul G5 A
OEAA AT A AOi OO AO OEA DPAOO8 )OO EO All -AAOAE OE
OEET EET ¢ OEAO EOC811T AA EAO 1 A0GO AAO OEAA Pl OOEA

to the loveliest spot in the area, | cannot go there without wishing | could live there. When we

were there, all we could hear was the wind gently blowing and the tinkling of many bells, the

Al xO AT A Cci AOO AOA O1 AAAT OAOCAABowp@Madduli T1T U A O
xEAOA xA T EOAA OEI OA AT UAT UAAOOh AOO EOGBO ATl
360-degree landscape of a Maasai paradise as paidtey Grandna Moses. The road up there is
treacherously steep and curvy, the maintenance is skchy at best. So is the view, the best.

This is Rebecca.
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7A xEI1l 1T AEA AAOOAET OEEO EO 110 2AAAAAAGO I
An O AAU xABOA EAOGET ¢ Al Al AAOCEIT AARAET C EAI

A A A A A 5l ohlylorieGhelhds @fi, and we vote either for or against surgery to remove

8 3EA OI1T A A O OIO6A O0.16 AOO )Ydi OI OEI ¢ O0O9A

Th xEIl OI OA 09A08d6 )81 1 CEOA rAge RdbécahanddEAO x A
Ol OAQqd OOEAUhS jiEI EOCAOU DAGQAODAGR OUI ODOIALG O

OEA OOOCAOU xAO OEAO OEAU xEOEAA OEAU EAA ATTA

to keep the leg. Being free of the pain madel #he difference and they learned to adapt, even

AEOAO A OAATTA Ai DOOAOEI T h OOAE OEAO OEAU EAA A

as if she is alone, but that we represent armies behind her and when she looks back, she will

see us all.

™ OMN O
OO

~ o~ =z

much more personal | think of my friend Johnny who, facing an unpleasant choice in life of
whether to carry a bag around the rest of his life or die, chose life. The lleA 1T EOAA x AOIT
but through the gift of love and strength (and with his bulheaded determinism), he gave those
around him a precious presence. He eventually died, but he died in community and did not fade
away quietly from this life. Rebecca is ndacing alingering and inevitable death; OEAG6O EAAET C
1 EAA xEOET OO AT 1 OOAT O PAET 8 )0860 110 A AAA OEAx
)y AEAT 60 I AAT OEEO xEIT A AiiTc¢c O AA AAT 60 EA
Love, and prolife,
Jeannmarv

3 (N:) O b OCEGE] Allb (N:) O én)ggm\lZZ,AEebruary 2018, Sunday

Dear friends,
/ITA 1T £ OEA ETUO )B860A & O A ET CAOOEIT ¢ 11
from myself, things from Amazon atmy dooOEAO ) x AT OAA AOO AT O1 AT 8
can now also leave myself cryptic notes, reminders to remind myself but unclear what the
OAT ET AAO xAO £ 08 ) 060 &tadIdanAnd Adan sirpridelotrdglies. OEA O
For example, we jusda E OAT OAOAA 1T 60 Ox1T TECEOO AO 4AOAT CEOA
like finding another zero in your bank balance, just to the left of the decimal point; or
discovering your bathroom scale has been reading ten pounds too much. Two nights there are
really one full day and two partial days. The key to visiting National Parks is that you have 24
hours from the time you arrive until you leave, so if you arrive at 1 p.m. you must leave by 1
p.m. or pay for another full day.
, AOAO ET OEEOCOEEMAxAEQAEOOPATABIEA )T AEAT [/ AA
actually there because the drive eats up the extra hours, a day driving in either direction. To get
home you have to leave before breakfast. Also, driving to the ocean is easier because you drive
the Arusha- | OEE 1T ET E AAOI Uh 11 OEA xAu AAAE Ui O AAOA
driven the 70 kilometer journey in three hours, which makes it about five times walking speed
or causal biking speed. Between our two safaris Jean has to work and Maras to play.
311 AOEi AOh 1 EZA EOI 60 EAAEO AOO OOOAIT U EOGBO DOA
)y 060 ¢domnm ET OEA 11 OTEITC8 *AAT EOOO c¢ci O Op A
vote. | think it is, | think Rebecca wants us to help decide. Jean thinks otherwise. All lifey, she
OET OCEO 1T OEAOXxEOA8 ) 060 1 EEA A pdakeRdbexth Ghj AAOCET 1
the day calls me forth. The next blog will be from a national park. We wish you were with us.
Love,
Jeannmarv

Qu

o)

>

AO
O ¢
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rr A

4 E A é E ADT Q@u@m 1423, 4 February 2018, Sunday

Dear friends,

* AT AO 3 s AamOWgthsiudedts reflected in the plaque
This was the day to dedicate the new National Exams/Classrooms buildibgilt in

honor of Janet Swaisgood, the beloved wife of Dick. She passed away in September, 2016 after a
five year battle with cancer. Back in 2014 they (with the Macks from our church) visited the
Maasae Girls School and they were impressed with the girBoth couples sponsored girls. After
her death, Dick asked Jean if there was any project he could do in memory of Jan. Too late did
Dick figure out Jean was the wrong person to ask because. With Jean, the answer is always
O09AOhd A 111 xARAMILO(T x AEC A POIE

The Janet Swaisgood Exam Building: external, empty within, exam ready
Today was the dedication of a superior building. We knew the Bishop of the North
Central Diocese wouldbe there. | told Dick that meant the 9 a.m. service would start at 10:30.
(A AEAT 60 AAIT EAOGA T A8 7A AOOEOAA AO wydtuv Al
AT A AOEI AET ¢c8 7A ETETAA OEI OA OAEC bi (i@l Ado
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chapel singing, but we had to go and eat boiled eggs, bread, and coffee/tea. At 9:40 we arrived

AO AEAPAT h OEA CEOI O xAOA OOEI1T OEITCGCEI C8 4EA Al
and robed. Slowly. At 10 Pastor Nangole requestedsong, at 10:10 he led everyone out of the
AEADPAT AT A OI OEA TAx Al AOoGoiiinh T1T0 AAAT OAET C
they stood on the porch of the new classroom, a set of silver and red ribbons were stretched
across the entry, exactyA O $EAES O 11 OA EAECEO8 wOAOU DPEAOOOA

$AAEAAOQET 1 h/5\1 A O4EATEO "A O1 "1 A6 A O *A
school, and his Janet. At 10:45 we returned to the chapel to begin the 9 a.m. service. They cut

the liturgy a little short, the bishop preached for 34 long minutes in Swabhili, they had a long

baptism service as one girl who dared to publically switch relign, took an offering, and at

12:20 the service ended. Almost everything was done in Swabhili. Then came the obligatory

offering auction for those who had no money and so put pencils or whatnot into the offering

basket. Jean ended up being the major buyes get the service over. Then they fed us a real

meal, and after the meal we enjoyed thirty minutes of Swabhili speeches telling us about how

wonderful everything was. We were done by 2:30. They mentioned Jean and me in the sermon

four times, Dick twice. Atthe meal two people spoke in Swahili and no one offered us a

translation, for which | am glad because the second speaker thanked Jean and | profusely and in

detail of all the good that has com&1 OEA AAI pOO xARRGRAIGORA GO0HE BB xOf aY
say to you all.

Dick Swaisgood being honored by the bishop and the school
I thought the whole thing lasted long enough, we had to get to Tarangire National Park
by 6, but first we had to get some diesel for the Land Rover and cast a couple of voRsbecca
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said she was only counting four votes beside her own, and it looks like a landslide. Jean and |
AT OE OAEA O.18060 ) AOEAA S$EAE O OI OA ET AAOA OE
OET O1 A OEA EAADP EAO 1 A CedhinkAebmothér Will, toc It Ibokslide @A O. T &
landslide, except Rebecca, very presidentially, apparently has veto power. We all want Rebecca
to live. She was working in the bakery today, testing herself to see how much she could do. We
AEAT 6 0 A Av@dthefe@idte. x A

Then we were off to Tarangire, slowing at every crosswalk while scouring the landscape
ahead for men in white uniforms. None seen, no pedestrians hit either; what a coincidence! We
got to the park with an hour to spare, half of which weised up trying to get permits to enter.
Their old bureaucracy had always been comple® EA U8 OA Ei pOT OAA EO AU AAA
"AE OA OEAU xI1 O1 AT60O OAEA AOAAEO AAOAOh 11 x OEA
the park, and drove into oneof the most peaceful places on earth. We immediately hooked up
xEOE AEOEAT AOh AAI EOAOCAA OIT i A OO0O0O0A&EEs xABA EAOI A
other one of us swam.

Because we were the only ones checking in at such a late hour, the guarchatgate
asked if he could give us a hundred dollars in small bills for a hundredbllar bill. | asked him,
0) O OEEO 1 AcCAied *AAT OAEAh O/ £ A1 OOOA EO EO8d
1 ACAI 86 ) AOEAA ACAtkeimonef threeitdnd) tert filed, land Av@nlylordes C A A
for the Gnote (a nonmusical term). He never answered my legal questiohpwever he did say
EA ci 60 OEA 11T1TAU &£OIiI OEA -AAOGAE ET OEA AOAA8 )
know that WeAEAT 6 0 CAO AOOAOOAAR EO xAOIlBiQusthnak@DET Ch A
it cumbersome. She put itn my wallet, not hers. When we paid our bill, | used most of my
newly acquired bills to pay.

7A80A OAAAU £ O OEA 1 BE«the@ame yrdil, fakieddavayifrfoam OAT O n
AOAOUOEET ch EAOA xAGOA ETiI A8 -AU UI OO 1 EOGAO AA
Jeannmarv

I - EI |9E&| AI'O(Q)H | A Aou424,5FebrLary 2018, Monday

Dear friends,

4EI A EO OA1I AGEOA8 311 AET x EOG8O AAAT A xAAE O
bored day until the clock said we could get on the airplane. It feels like a lifetime ago, at least a
million years. This morning lawoke at 4 a.m., about twenty miles east of the Great Rift Valley
xAl18 Y&6i ET A OAT O 100 EiI OEA EECE OAOATTAE AI
only light but it is still strong enough that | can see the trees, shapes, and stage settimat
xI 61 A Ai 1 OETAA AT UITA ) xAO ET (AT ETCxAU8O0 ! £OE
and with a sleevelesste EEOO T 1 h xAAOEI C 1 U OOAZLZAOES OAOO £
clothes | brought with me yesterday, anticipating the summeeat in this National Park.

Impalas and elephants, these are a few of my favorite things
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Did | know what happens to the temperatures in a high savannah when the sun goes
Al xTe 9A0Oh ) AEAA )OO CAOO Al 1 A8 ddorf&dheplacAEAT 6 O AA
x A5 OA OOAUEI ¢ TAAO -TTAOIE TuUu EAATO AT A EITAARA
006 § ATA OEAO EO O0606he EA TTA EAA OAI ATl AAO OEAGBA
clothes. To score high fashion points, | currently have yrshower towel wrapped around my
shoulders.

Outside, beyond my sight as | write by the light of a tiny solar light and the light from
OEA AT i pOOAOKh ) Al Al ET AAA marigd moceAshaf thiqgsecak AOS6 O E
make big sounds in the earsf those foolishly typing behind the protective safety protection of
a mosquito net, especially in lion country. The smaller birds, in anticipation of the coming light
(a bit after six), are starting their endless chirping. Later the heatiner birds will announce
OEAEO POAOAT AA xEOE AAxO AT A ETT100 AT A 1TOEAO 00
than 99.99% safe. That one hundredtlof one percent is like a spicef adds a lot of flavor to an
active mind in a timid soul.

7A30A ODPAT O @&y ActakblihgAbOubcingthetvéen various social needs as
we were setting up our remaining time. On Thursday The Plaster House takes over four days of
I OO0 1 EOGAO EOOO AO OEA CEOI 60 OAETI 1T AAAEAAOQOEII]
daysbex AAT OET OA OxI 111 AT 01 60 AT A EECEI U OECIT E £E/
xEl ET1Tx EAOh %OTEA 3EIiTTOIT EO Al 01 EAOA xEOE
Simonson, the missionary pastor who got us involved in Tanzania twensix years ago3 EA & O
DOOEET C wm 11T x AT A OEA EAOOE |1 EZA OEAGO EAA OIl
DPAOEAAO 1 AAU8 3EAGO Al AOOUA 'T A Ai AUET cl uUh OEA
novels, because years ago she wrote in her autobiognay that | was a writer and a novelist,
AT A Ol DPOAOGAT O EAO &O01Ti AAET ¢ A TEAO ) xOl OA A
lovely impact on our lives.

Our friend Dick Swaisgood is joining us today, tonight will be his last night in Africa; he

flEAO 1 OO0 40AO0AAU AOGATEIT C8 (AG11 EAOA AAAT EAOA
xAGBOA A 1 EOOI A x1 OO0E Adlimétizedl AimselftdHast AricanBimdadd 1 U OEI|
xEI' 1l OO&EEAO OAOEI 00 EAO 1 Aa@doEshortEhdhish ermierisbriisa  ( Ad |
OAT A AOEOET C8 )YB6A 11T0A O AA AO TA@O 40AOAAUBO
OAus (Auh T U AlTcoO OilT 1T1T17T¢c ATA )BOA EOOO AAAI
friendship,
Jeannmarv
4 E ;& A G) G) O | E’OD @5@; 1425, 4 February 2018, Monday noon
Dear friends,

4EEO EO OEA xAU )Y86A xAT O AOGAOU iT1TO01TETC OF 060
blogs and then didsorh OOAOET 006 OAAAET ¢ j OOUET ¢ O AZEECOOA
2EIi AAOAGO xOEOET CO +1 AEOGEAO PT OOGEAT A 11T 0 OAATII

AEAT 860 xAEA »AAT O1 OElI ¢ |1 ET OOAO AAEI OA OEA COA
keep ws safe, to where we were taking a sunrise ride (with coffee and cinnamon rolls). We got

in the back of an open but seated safari vehicle, the four of them sat in the first two rows, the

cinnamon rolls were in the third seat, and | was in the higher fourtlseat with my eye on the

food basket. So as not to disturb the animals, we drove without headlights, coming once to a
OAOAAAEET ¢C § EAOA OOAAAO OEOAO 11 OATAh 1 AUAA )&
little bunny jumped across the road. With althe interesting predators around, | thought a
OOOOEOEI ¢ AOTTU xAO Ai AUET c8 )YB8A 1T AOAO OAAT A O
the plain, knowing the sun would be rising near the volcanic mountain on the horizon, and
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waited for the sun while dinking good, strong coffee and eating a cinnamon roll and talking. As
a plane flew overhead, the driver checked an app on his phone that told him what any flight in
the area was. The sky cloudless, the sunrise was a modernistic painting, the only sounds w
could hear were natural sounds OEAO8 O Al AUET Cl1 U OAOA ET OEA x1 Oi
Seattle, sunrises are pretty rare, too.

7A OEAT OAOOOT AA AT A OPAT O wn 1 ET OOAO 1T OAO A
been riding with, then we stayed at the thle when Eunie Simonson came. Through some magic
no one can comprehend, Jean and Eunie have been frieWls O oo UAAOO8 ) ®DA O
ETTxT EAO ¢o UAAOO8 3EAGO AAAT ET ' ZEOEAA OEIl
learning experience. Later | read, joined Jean at the pool for a quick dip, and friend Dick showed
up for lunch. Every Simonson has beemvolved with the Girls School. Tiey knew the gift Dick
had given the girls with his Examinations Room. In Africa, no one is a strander long, na can
secretsbe kept secret.

It was hot. At 4 in the afternoon Dick and | got in his safari vehicle with his driver and
rode around for nearly three hours and hardly saw anything. A leopard and lions had been seen
earlier, but no one could fird them. Every vehicle was looking for them, which is probably why
they were keeping a lowprofile. The giraffes were few whilethe elephants were many,
scattered, and uninspired today. Most of the antelopg/pe animals turned their backs to us
i xAl1h EO xAOT1 60 OAAI T U OEAEO AAAEOh AOO 8Qq AT A
bust. The poor driver wanted to give higlient a good safari, but there was nothing to be seen
except a green, Edeflike landscape dotted by thousanédyear-old baobabs, termite hills, etc.

EA
AR

4A4EAUB1I T Cci 1060 06111001 x 11T O01ETIC xEOE AAOOAO OAO

OPb Ol AiAdrethéeurate. But Dick had ben on safari at Tarangird EAS8 O / + xEOE xEAZ
(A 1T AABAO OiT i1 001 x8 (A8O OPAT O A1 6O TECEOO |

may sleep formostofhis2s1T OO &£ ECEO ET I A8 4EAT EAbdime xAEA C

cTTAn A xETTA TAx xT Ol A8 ) ETTx £OT1 A@PAOEAT AA

Love,

Jeannmarv

I T T T @& Adrghaze, 6 February 2018, Tuesday
Dear friends,

Jandd O AT TTA OEI A OAATT U xAl1h EI xAOAO OEABA
flies out and the owners of the lodge (the Simonsons) left to go to the ocean, Eunie left, and
OOAAATIT U xABOA 00001 O1T AAA AU OOOAT CAOG@oyi A OEA
by sight. It feels like just Jean and | are here. Tomorrow will be a day of transition, followed by
four days of chaotic celebration as The Plaster House, the whole reason for coming. It will
AAT AT A ~AAT 80 A&OI 1T AOOAswErap, Rad;jddrdal, BdgFatd sEv® 1 OO A
our lives down. | read a sloth has a heaitate of six keat a minute,but it can slow it down to
Ox1 EZ EO80 O1 AAROxAOAO AT A AAT OOAU O1 AAO xAOAO
water than it can move on land. Today, Jean and | are trying to sloth our way through the day.

The first thing | did after everyone left was to take a nap in the lobby. | poured a cup of
Al ££EAAR OAO OEA AT i POOAO AA&EI OA T A O1 ng@EOAR Al
used to mean for us, Jean used to nap by the pool. But by 3 in the afternoon, we were missing
everyone. Even the strangers were gone, the staff was at minimal, and we missed people. We
Al xAUO EAOA AAAE 1T OEAOh AOO OERANGD ATO A0 AELAAS
the vegetables we add to our own hot water to make the stew nutritious and edible.

)T OEA A£EOAOTTT11T 11 4EOOOAAUHRh v DP8i8h OEAOAG
our old cronies who can come will be theremany realize that this will be their only chance to
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OAA * AAT -hisindime.sinEhk GId days, we were around and they were around and most

I £ 1060 1 AAROGET cO xAOA AU AEAT AA8 4EEO OEi Ah EOGBO0
i AEA EO8 ) dsihisahdiaie Aevéd datsBiEgAWhat we want most is to sit and talk

and listen, sort of what happened with Eunie and us yesterday at the breakfast table. Dessert

Al O AOAAEEAOCO OEIT O1 A AA AT 1T OAOOAOQET 1 8 gsddd x EOE A
AOEAZ 1T AxOh OADPT OO0 11 EEAO AT A COAT AEEAO j OEAE
EAA 11T OA OEIi A xEOE AOGAOUITA8 )080 1 EEA xEOEETC
1T O0A Al O EAPDPAT Oh [ AU x AmokiLdve, EAOA AT T OCE8 ( AOA
Jeannmarv

, | T) (I) E$\© AB& 1427, 6 February 2018, Tuesday

Dear friends,

) £ U O xAOA O1 1TTE AO 100 AGEAOOOEIfor 1 AGAO
months, but the calendar says we arrived six days ago. That is not possible. Dick was with us for
four nights, he said he was exhausted. Jean spent the whole day at the pool and barely swam,
instead she readThe SpacebetweenUs(English note: preposiions in titles are not Capitalized
O 1 AOGO EO60O OEA E£EOOO 10 1 AOGO x1 OAh O1T i1 AOEEIT ¢ O
corrected here). | spent the day trying to think of ways to spend the day until the day was spent
AT A )6A AAAT | PITEOE ASE ATi 0% EH ACBA 4GA OEETE 1T £ xAUO
is rare in my world.

7A86 OA 1 TchyQigekf ti@ fhikdethere. ECEO 11 x ) AAT Al T ¢ AOGC
either of our e-mail accounts, not the gmail or our commerciaknot-for-friends e-mail. So, if
ATUITA AOEO A&i O 11 AU tiobkeduf euddeythddrareBBDpedplel 6 0 008
EAOA8 7TEAOAB8A OEAU AT i A A£Oiie 4EAOA Cci AOG OEAO O
I OAOxEAT T AARh TTAA ACAEIT 8 tablelsurrcuBdddbly 8 easyshairsOEA AT A
AGO 11T T1TA EO ATTETC AOIOT A T Ah APPAOAT O U AAAA
i A £ZAA1T COEI Ouh x11AAOET C EAZ ) OEIOIA i1 06A8 4EA

one of those, too. When we firstdaA EAOAh xA AT O1 AT80 EAAO OEAO A7
months before we began to pick up on the American vowel sounds. Our friend Rebecca speaks

xEOE OEIT OA O1 01 Ah O1 xAl O1 01 AON jner libsynorésieOEET E O
Oh, wait! These last seven newcomé® A OA &ET 1T 08 %k Odudia odthdinl E OEAOAG
x1 O1 AT 8O UmiQhgbetobaaky T T A

)y 060 AOAT ETI c8 7A60A OOEI 1T Al AGOET ¢ O xAOA AA
and sound sleep, the sleep is a little sounder heleAAAOOA OEA OAT 6O AT 180 EA
Al O U #0! 0 [ AAEET A8 )060 OOEIT OIT xAOI OT AA
to 70 before the night is over. This is summerE GRNDE OAT AT O O1 1T 00 ! 6¢cHOOO A
desertnox AT A AAAE ET 3AAOOI A )B8A AA ET OEA OAET Al

) AAT OAT A OEEO IT1ix Oi ) xEI18 (AOGA Ui O 11OE
AAOAEOI T U AAEOAAe 4EAOCAGO A OAAOGITH TT1TO0 TAAAOGOA
$OEA " 1 OOhan) @dofreadCNiaybA. Adves
Jeannmarv

$ A U IE E A | B@ AZ& 7 February 2018, Wednesday

Dear friends,
If you hear | count days until something happens, it is not because i OT EAPDPU xEA O/
am or seek change as if seeking improvement, but by keeping track of the time | might better
use time | have. And then there are days like yesterday when Jean and | both let time run free.
We never get many days like that, when we do g&t FOAA AAUO6 xA CAT AOAT T U E
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planned out. Not yesterday. We could have driven our own safari, we know this park from
UAAOO T £ CAOAxAUOh AOO xA AEAT 60 AOAT OAAE 1 EII
Jean thinks she took hundredsf pictures of elephants from the lodge veranda, | took a few
pictures of uniquely lovely trees. It was a time of peace with a 2dour lifespan. We call that a
really good day.
Thursday through Saturday will be the focus, the apex, of our journey. When were at
the Plaster House the other day, we were kept from the children. They are the purpose of
everything, their faces and plastered bodies with missing limbs, crippled feet, and scarred faces
could be used to move the hearts of donors. Sarah Rejmand¢pounced Raymond with a silent
D) works hard to protect the kids. That disappoints me, which in turn embarrasses me because

Yy A 11T O0A O c¢i EITA ATA OEi x AiTOEITAITU iI1O0ETC
the world what wonderful people we are beause we care about crippled kids. When these

AEEI AOAT #Z£A11 O1 ARO 3A0OAEGO POI OAAOET T h OEAOAGO
OEAi 8 ' 0 OEAU DRAA ET EAOAHA BsAelhiska QdbirQ ladlyidénga 1 T T AN

year-long medical posg-internship under her. She has a staff of Africans whose sole job is to
take care of the kids as they heal. This weekend they are opening an eigbtunteer (4 rooms,
2 shared bathrooms, 2 kitchens, and a lounge that opens to Mt. Meru and looks away fitben
Plaster House, a sanity view for emotionally overwrought volunteers, | think); a dormitory for
older children; and an office that leaves the old offices to become a thre@om clinic where the
doctors can come to work on the kids without having to movéhe children to the hospitals. It is
not an easy or painfree journey to move the children over the African roads to the hospital.

)y AT 180 ETT x OEEOh AOO )B86A COAOGO 111U EAI £ 1
crutches, bandaged, or wittartificial limbs. Before, children deformed were kept out of sight,
usually within the bomaj EOOOQ AT A OEOT T AA8 4EA 01 AOOAO (1 OOF
role here is to be on the visionary board, not the board of directors, the latter board overss
OEA AAOOAl x1 OEET C 1T &£ OEA DPOTEAAO8 *AAT EO ITT1TA
COEAA OEA OEOEIT8 ) EAOGA 11 DPAOO 1T &£ ATU 1T &£ OEAOD
sometimes running off at the keyboard, sharing what | see. | chattin person and in print. But
know this: there is hope in this world; | am its witness. With hope and love,
Jeannmarv

4 | # \l A 0/& (‘jd- E A E AIO@A@AFebruaNZOB, Thursday

Dear friends,
Ancient history cites the example of Jean and Marvin leaving Phoenix in 2016, getting an
oil change at the Kia dealer for our Sedona, and taking off to Seattle. In Idaho in a rest area, Jean
saw smoke rising from the engine. iRally, after six years of owning the car, | opened the hood.
There, sitting on top of the engine was the oil cap that was supposed to cover the hole where
i AAREATEAO 110 TAIAA -AOOGET OO OEA TEI EIT O OEA
under the hood, across the engine, and especially in the bottom of the engine compartment. |,
single-handedly, replaced the cap and we drove to the Kia dealership in Boise. The}idaeed
me. They added oilthey then steam-cleaned the oil that was sprayed arond. | tell you this
story because, before driving back today, | opened the hood and found another cap sitting on
OEA AT CETA AlTAE8 4EEO 1T A xAO &£ O OEA ATi11 A1 08
xEAT AT CET A AT 1 Ahd He®wasd hol hikt©FEnEdt tGe ldvet riafk wasE A O8 4
Fortunately every African | ever met is a better mechanic than | am, the Tarangire head
mechanic came over, added a liter and a half of water, checked the steering fluid, brake fluid,
and oil levels and us pronanced everything fit to go.
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Truly decadent, after my breakfast of dry cereal with hot rhubarb, a beef sausage, and
two egg omelet, everyone went on safari and Jean and | opted to hang out at the swimming
pii118 7A80A AT OE A1 AOOEisi@ pait Becauge shA ha®a&rew batingd 01 A OO
suit and me because of poor sun management. She swanif aa hour; | slept as long. At noon,
when real clients appeared, we took off in our sufficiently lubricated Land Rover and drove
around the park for two and ahalf hours. We saw about everything the park offers except any

~ s oA oz~ Z o~ e =

£i O OEA AAOGOh Z£AAO AEEAEAOAT O OEAT $EAEB80O OEAA OE

way out.
A

AN
-

-

R G E POVER

dRage Rovemy kind of African car
Jean drove through the park and along thgravel road that leads into the park, about a
five mile section of road with 36 amazingly high speethumps made by the locals to slow the
safari vehicles down so tourists could throw money awayike the kid wearing only a Maaai
blanket, knowing one word O, &1 AEhé AT A EI 1 AET ¢ A EAT A A& OOES
was only an image. At the tarmac road | took over driving, so wonderfully navigating the speed
bumps (10 of the) with their zebrastripes. All the way home until we entered the town where
we were staying, | was careful. For the final five miles, knowing the police are always there, |

followed a careful DalaDala, a minibus filled with paying passengers. Before the 5Rph sign, |

Ol i xAA O tuvs8 )d8i 11 AOiIi U8 #eEtddmPiopuidvdrbriT h #1 OP
ET £ O AA ) 6 A &R Aohe aAd g&vk Ge agB0,0adkilling ticket. He explained to
00 ))B8A AAAT OAAT OAAA 11 OEAEO EEAAAT AAI AOA AT A

him | was speeding. Of course, act surpridehe had deleted the message so could not show it to
me but he claimed they had caught me redanded. Of course there is no camera, he profiled

me according to the money he assumed | had to pay the fine (about $13 US). And you just pay. |
AEAT 8 O ddddf B ot dutdfhe car and administratively admonished those others in

the white uniforms who were willing to listen to her.

(AOGET ¢ Cci O0OAT OEA OEAEAOh ) OEAT DOI T AA ET OI
Snake Park, just a few feet from the @b O1 AT O AT Obi OAI 8 " OO OEA AAU E
because this blog is over 600 words. Love,

Jeannmarv

* A Al E O O EB)Qg ASUS February 2018, Thursday

Dear friends,
7A80A ETTx1 £ O i1T10EG OEAO *AAT xAO CclEITC O
AEC 1 AAOGET ¢ AO 4EA 01 AGOAO (1 OOGA8 Y8 A AA 1 AEDO A
gather with as many people as we can gather. Her meeting is scheduledehdat 4, the
gathering is immediately afterward8 3 EAG61 1 DBOT AAAT U AA 1T AOA A&l O E/
"TETC 11T xEOE UAOOAOAAUBO OOI OUh EAOEIT C EAA
TZ shillings to the coffers of the government, we parked the car at Snake Park and walked, not
drove, across the road to the Jema Stationary shop. Those with incrediblermaries may recall
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OEAOR xEEI A Al A ET 3xAEEIE [ AAT O OCI i Aho EAU
*%AT AT A -1008 4EAO xAO 110 A AT ET AEAAT AAn OEA
O0iI 180 TAI A EO - AOOE iyaungdmariiwhd stumtfed mto suf AAimbetingd OE A
our third or fourth week of being open and declared that if he kept drinking, he would die. Now,

instead of being dead he owns his own business, is happily married, and is the unofficial and

unpaid head of Aloholics Anonymous in northern Tanzania. To support him, we went over and

bought a fifty-AAT O OOAT T COAPEAOSO 11 OAAT T ES8

*TET EAA Ox1 PEAAAO T £ 1T AxOh AZA£EOOOh OEAU 1 AO
they were going to name Macho after our dogand,Ad T Ah xAS8OA 11T OET ¢ 1 OO0 E/
't ET -1T1TAOIE8 001 AAAT U AECEOAAT UAAOO AcCci 3AEI]

added onto the old Catholic church building to hold our AA meetings. We agreed to use the
building ten years, and then theoom was theirs but, if possible, it would remain for our use as

17T1T¢c AO OEAU xiI O A 1T AO 6068 )O80 AOOAAEAA O OEA
EAOA OAAAT OT U AAAEAAA OF OAUA OEA T1 A AOQEI AET C
of AOAA O1T AT £ O 00q OEAUS1IT DOO 1060 £001 EOCOOA A
when the building is done. In the meantime, we can use one of their classrooms. That is really
sweet on their part.
3AET O | thMﬁheadc{Darters Monduh and bought PIUS shoes

I AT OO A OEEOA 1T &£ 100 1 Ai AROO OEAOA AOA #AOEI

AAT 1T AEA O1 A EAIEI U8 /TA T &£ OEA 1 AT AAOOh O0EOON

Al OAEI T O xET paidtkelwlopding ud &f $35 €0 he could have a pair of shoes,
one of which covered his clubfoot. He carries his shoes to worship and puts them on before
service. | miss my AA meetings here, done in a mix of Swahili and English with occasional Maa.
After sometime with John, we walked back and madsure our good friend Corporal
Ally noticed us. We had dinnewaiting for us at 7 p.m., afterwardsve were going to bed. And
UAOh OEA OOT OuU Ai 1T OET OAOG ET OEA 1T A@Ou®mI OO0 AllC
! FOEAAh Al T cO EAPPAT 8 4EA080 xEAO OEEO AAU xAO(q
and behave. Plans never work here but adventure does. Love,

Jeannmarv §
0838 !'0O ) OUPA 10600 1T AIi AOGh OEA Pl xAGadCi AO 1 0O
AAAAOOA )61 OOCOA A 110 1T &£ UIT O AOA AxAEA AO odonm

installment about the midde of a hot African day. fyou@A EAOET ¢ OAET h OEAUGBA

3 E E D E@\T@é O O EloéxlAl,@February 2018, Thursday

Dear friends,
7EAT / £AEEAARAO !'11U CAOGA T A OEA OEAEAO ) EIT Ax
But a child of an alcoholic knows how to hide that anger. | hid it, Jean ventdittle, and then
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xA DAOEAA OEA AAO8 " 0O ET OEAA ) xAO OACEI Cc8 7AI
be able to help Jean much in our drive to Pangani next week. It was stunning to realize how frail
| was, | was exhausted. The heat and tlieive had taxed me in that 90minute drive. | told Jean
and she considered the information without comment, thinking what it would mean. | napped
AOO AEAT 860 &#AAIT AT u AAOOAO8 'O x xA xAT 0 01 AAO
So, we got harburgers and | barely got mine down, leaving Jean my salad and leaving them to
carry on the conversations without me, going to bed. By the time Jean got there, | was asleep.
Probably as tired as | was, she went to sleep.
An hour later, | jumped up and racedo the bathroom, standirg in the door, thinking,
y 61 CTETC O CAwento thdliiimy ropm khérd| stAsh By nioMidg clothes so
as not to wake her when | dressed and whatever | had hit me then, far from the bathroom. | got
to the plastic garbage can andwith my head in the garbage camad amajor cleansing It woke
Jean up. After cleaning myself up as best | could, certain the lid was tightly on the garbage can
i xEEAE xAGA EOOO AT OCEOQh ) xT OOGRAEBAAOBAEx kA OA
warn her. | went to bed.

The second time up, an hour later, | was disoriented and banged off the wall before |
saw the light coming though the bathroom window and got my bearings as | dove toward that
needed fixture. For my third andfourth times up the bathroom light was left on. With brief
AOAAEOh ) O1 ApO O1 OEI pdom OEA A 111 xET C A£EOAOI
oi Aii1 AATAT A ATA A -A6EOEA8O $SECAOOEOA AT T EEAN
OEET E indd A®#pttoB35%. And the question is, what happened?

TIA: This is Africa. In America you can generally track down what made you sick, here
you can do it about half the time. Was it food? Had | eaten with dirty hands? Did a nasty germ
fly into my mouth?Had | infected myself with my sweat towel? Either there is no answer or
OEAOA AOA O11T 1 AT U AT OxAOO8 ) 080 PAOO T &£ OEA T U
been occupied since time began, the temperatures are such that the germs never die ofha
AT T AR EOG0O Aikedwlatiembrdss ohdis€abedrost of which Jean and | have
learned to avoid, or at least tried to avoid.

y!l OEA 1T OTEIC )B6A OI1T A »AAT £ O EAO AEOOEAA
TTO0 OAAT OBl EAOCOADI " @B BEAO xAUus8 )61 1106 A1 OACE
Ui 06 OA OEAE -&i ADOAABT DEADA) EZi xEOE 1T OEAOOh ) xA
about when the next and final incident of this illness would occur. And regarding the diing to

OEA YT AEAT 1 AAAT TA@bO xAAEn )61l AA £ET A AU OEA
Al O OEAEO OAQAOEIT 1T &£ OEA O1I EOCOOI U AAAOOAABS '1A
to go complete my recovery. More sleep is needed. Love,

Jeannmarv

3 A A E ET /&?A T 'p\ A C) @ A G])g 1432, 9 February 2018, Friday

Dear friends,

) xEOE )B86A EAA A 11 OA AAOAT 60001 Okwurd AU UAOOAO
limited the time of input, then when evening came again | slept for another six hours and woke
ARAAT ET ¢ xAAE AOO xA118 )0 xAO OEA AT Ah OIi AxEA
CEOA Ui O A cilEIi POA ET Olharrmina bubativayA lass spokénfof. Bof | A O A
example, she woke up and got up four times last night to the strange sounds her husband was
making and still managed to sleep nine hours. Safari and sun are exhausting, but today at her
i AAOET Cch x E A OlaveMdéed crushedbly thelborpddr of the event, she would have
been in her favorite place on earth: sharing visions and dreaming of what might be. After two
hours of speeches and six hours of meetings, she attended her own birthday party at the Coffee
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Lodgewithout me. She had a ball. She was with friends; she was in her element. Ten people

OEl xAA OPh OEAU xAOA 100 4AT UATEAT EATEI U xEAI

there but Jean assuredi ATl EO xAO Ci 1T Ah EAObhdenteBdn®dénCEO OEAO
According to her, the meetings were wonderful. Everyone seemed competent, focused,

and willing to work together. They come from New York, Montana, and Washington.

Internationally they were from Australia and Tanzania. Someday there will be ane countries

OAPOAOAT OAA8 | OO 3AOAER xET 80 AAEET A Ai1l OEAOA

I OOOO0AI EAT wbEOATI PAI O0OEAOO &OiI i EAO EIT A AEOOA

wedding planner consultant who came, at her own expenst provide food. She bought local

products and Jean said she produced a feast. Jean described what they ate in too great a detail

even though none of it seemed appealing to me.

In the Sea of Duplo; she will walk someday, almost ready to walk
4EEO ITOTEITC xAd11 c¢ci OF OEA AOEI AET ¢ AAOAII

servicesthat include the same nursing school where Jean and | taught in 2015. Depending how

| am feeling, we may kip the nursing school and ALMC (the Lutheran hospital) tours. The good

news is that | get to wear shorts this morning but must return in the evening for a fancy dinner

ATA )B811 AA xAAOETC 1i1C PAT OO AT A A wAlGOI T OEE

back into action. Love,

Jeannmarv (currently at 3 a.m. and well rested).

O i A q C) /3(~I‘I§ A O ABEJ ABS, 10 February 2018, Saturday

Dear friends,

Confession: llove Sarah and everything she does. Confession 2: Jean does too,
everything about her. Integrity might be the source of ultimate beauty. I did not know that all
the building costs are already paid. There is no debt and no mortgage on the Plaster House. The
cost per child per day will remain at $4. They charge the clients what they came. One mother
came in with her flawed child and gave Sarah six eggs and asked if they could help the child.
The cost of keeping a child at the Plaster House for a month is zagter of a million shillings, or
$120. There are amazing statistics in those six sentences.

)
Plaster House Sarah
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That introductory was written twenty -four hours ago, | planned to finish it when we got
home, but we had to be at the site early inthe morn@ 017 ) ET Ax )8 A EET EOQOE 1
became 11:30 and the a.m. became p.m., and, behold, the day and Marvin were shot. 24 hours

I AOAOh ) OAOOGIi Ah OOUET C¢c O1 OAI Ai AAO A1l ) AT Ol A
is this: Iwas sickonthex OT 1T ¢ AAU8 9AOOAOAAU EO OEA AAU )B8A E
(AOABO xEU8 4EA TTOTEIC I AAOET C xAO A 01 0O 1T &£ O

with friend Dick, but this time in greater depth, greater history, and a whole lot more peog|
many of whom considered themselves important. We were with the people who gave a lot of
OEi Ah A&£Z£ OOh TO0 1TTAU8 4EEO OEI A xA AEAT 60O EOO
Ten years ago this coming April, Sarah rented an empty motigke lodge, three rooms,
nine old beds, a housemother, and a carport. With nine beds, she provided a place for children
to complete their healings or to prepare them for surgery. Eight years later, the Plaster House
had expanded to house, on average, 100 patienfwith a high of 155), now with a hundred
beds. As of yesterday they added a siwom, 48 bed dormitory for older (meaning larger,
requiring more bed space, generally nearr teens); housing for up to 8 volunteers (half of
them are already working there) and an administration building, which opens the old office to
be clinic rooms.Tencents, the big Chinese Internet people, donated one of the buildings
Another building was mostly paid for by folks from Bozeman, Montana. fie third was paid for
by smaller (but never tiny) donations,of which | know many of you contributed To make such
AT EIi POl OAT AT O PpOT EAAO EAPDPAT AT A EAOGA EO Al OAA
time or means to download pictures before we go off today to do whathought we were doing
yesterday? enduring speeches (I hope in English) and this will be thactual ribbon -cutting
ceremony, although doing ityesterday would have been fine with me
Last night was a reception night for the staff and donors and local supgers. All the
DAT PI A CAOEAOAA AO *AAE AT A 3dneeAdEGoOFuME O A xET A
recovered, | still ate lightly and drank a soda water and Jean had tonic water, which gives
insight into the nature of the crowd, mixers but no sodas. ¥/(circled around and had many
conversations. We sat with Jaclyn, a secotygar MGLSS graduate and now an Occupational
AEAOAPEOO xEI xAB8A AAOI EAO xAOAgAdldiitEwd Bl ¢ AAO
feet who will be walking normally in about ten weeks (it takes longer with older patients). As a
Form Four student at the Girls School, Jaclyn went to the clinic where Sarah was working with a
Oi A1 AETEO AT A OAT ¢c8 3EA xAOAEAG xAEIA GO BAWBAGE 3XxEV
AT ET ¢ OGsErAnde8 no®,Bvifhdwo kids herself, andabsolutely loves her job.
AA took a serious blow this week when one of our main Arusha people, a man who
remolded his life once he was sober, was a victim of a fahd-run motorcycle accident. If he
dies, his losgo the church, community, and the other survivors at AA will be signifiga. This
has been arushed blogx A6 OA 1T £#£&£ ACAET ET A £EAx [ ET OOAOG8 4EA
AAAT ET C CITA ACAETh )81 1 O0OU O @dlriphyes.Awe, OT AAO
Jeannmarv

) 2 A I' A I, /& A CD (; (E E‘Ii Ti @ O Eogémé\lo February 2018Saturday

Dear friends,

| remember when | was young, like ten days agslIA EAOA O1F 11T E &£ O OEE
Ol AliTcs .1 xAAAUO ) AAT 860 EAAD OP8 41 AAU xAO OE
ten to listen to some speeches, cut the ribbon, and eat, thus returning home to get pictures of
the soonto-be-demolished AA room, to see Rebeam, and to be home by 2. Instead we started at
11:45, endured an amazing number of introductions of people not involved in the Plaster

House, endured an unexpected 30 minute lecture of a mother on the wonders of bringing her
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daughter tothe Plaster House and how they changed her life, all spoken in Kiswahili. When that
lecture was over, Sarah translated it into English in about 2 minutes.

Daudi (David) Peterson, sitting next to me, defines a sermon &ging able to say
something in an hour that you could have been said in five minutes. Halfway through the
| T OEAOGO0 OAIBREACAABEDOAGEA 1 AEO AOO OEAU xIi
OEA AEC DI OAOT A0 Z£ET EOEAA OAI Elésbog WhiclddctuallyfadE£A O
taught us something, then we ate and were out of there about 3:30. On the way home | asked
*AAT xEU xA EAA O AOOAT A OEEO O1I OO0 1 &# OEEIT C¢Ch A
OEAi 8 3EA OET OCEO EAIxMA O3 IARBADWORA >OEEAE EIOA Al @3UT «
OOAAEOET T Al DAOOAOT O AT A AAETT x1 AACA AOAOUITAG
ET AEOEAOGAIT T U8 )1 ''i AOEAAnh xA AAT OAU O4EATE UI
x A x1T 01 AT 8 O OE Auchia sdlfishUniplafost my timé that I@esent sitting and
xAEOET ¢ AT A 110 1AAOT ET ¢ Al UGscerthigyghewdyAamé O 11 O
However, | did finish two difficult Sudoku puzzles while they spoke.

o1 A
Al O

New bundlngs at the Plaster House: administration, dormltory and volunteer buildings

But then we met Nanyokye and life was instantly better. She was one of our students,
the first to get into medical school. She never went home after she started at the Girls School,
she would arrange to meet her mother in various places and always in secret. She is one we
EADPO EEAAAT ET 2AAAAAAGO OAEA OiTi1i 08 3EAGO AAAI
surgeon. This is one of the many stories of a girl from just beyond the fargalof the bush
making it beyond her wildest dreams. A mother of two now, she looks wonderful and knows
what an education can mean. She has done surgery on several of the Plaster House kids. Her
presence was a present to her old teachers. We are well, readysurvive one more day of
festive activity, and then begin the journey to the Indian Ocean. If you want to hate us, look up
OAT CATE ET '1TT1TcCi A 7101 Ah xA&11 AA AAT 6O OAT 1 EI
Jeannmarv

, A (D @ E-IJ-'AA | A O AB@:IEBE[ 1]]Fe@ary 2018, Sunday

Dear friends,

)y 8 OA EA1 O ETT AEAA OEI 1T U AU A1l OEA AAI AAOAOE
AT A A EAIl £ ET OEA TEAAT A All AEAT 60 EAI P8 " 00O O
7EAT Ui 6 AAAl xEOE AEC Al1100h Ui OG60A TEAA O O
Ui 60 01T U0 AT A O1 AAOOEET ¢cOh ditdArde@d aEDIver€dhd Qh ) 81
I £ OET OA UT &6 EAOGA OI AA TEAA O6is8 )Yéi 1106h UI O E
with everyone, and just has fun. Recently one of the 3 Higbourt judges in Arusha brought a
little girl from her villagetothe0 1 AOOAO (1 OOAR OEAU AEAT 60 AOAT EI
they swooped up the child and, always with the help of God, made her feet straight. The judge
came yesterday as a voice of support and thanks, said nothing, but Sarah whispered to Jean,

O AOTEEOED OEA 6EOEI1T #1111 EOOAAG 110 OEA OECEOD
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was charming for at least halHan-hour while | grumped in the shade outside with another
3O0AT EO8 )61 AAOOETI ¢ OEA EOACA AAAADPOO OEA EIT OEO
After the BrunchtoAAUh * AAT AT A ) EAAA O -1 OEEh Al EI
Yeah,i O 1 EEAT UQ O] star th §hé Ocead dndhanddy merding,Aopefully before
the sun and traffic police are up. | checked the weather for Pangani for the week, the coldest
wind-chill factor for the week will only be 27 degrees;drtunatelyh OEA 08 O # Al OEOO8 4
kilometer trip should take 9 hours, it used to take 7 before some nitwit in America gave the
police speedtorches (translation: radar guns). Speaking of traffi® 1 | EAAh OEAUS8 OA 11 x
OEAEO-A@IOEA ¢co Pi 1l EAU O OEAO EAZA UIT O O11 x Al xT1h
have to come to a full stop which is what the law said a week ago. They change traffic laws
AAET U AT A OEAOAGO AITOAPDI OT1 MEODEROADERA® AEAT CAO:
about 30 kilometers, we were stopped twice. The first time because he wanted to check the
AGPEOAOETT 11 100 ZEOA AGOEI COEOEAO j OEATE UI O
why, but he lookedat Jean, recognized her, and waved us through.
Now, the blog may end here as | try to get some pictures downloaded. | work to figure
out systems mostpeople understand already. Twehours later, | find18 Ireally missing my
Mac! | hate apocryphal acronymshat, if decoded, might unlock the door to access to the
pictures. Jean sleeps, soon she will awaken and soon we will be regahe. Someday, there will
be pictures, but it shall not be this day! Love,
Jeannmarv

3 | A E A C#E E dlogEélﬁ 11 February 2018, Sunday

Dear friends,

As we stay above the Snake Park Clinic, the only place in the area that has-améke
venom for each of the different poisonous snakes inthe area6l®0 A DBl AAA xEAOA OOT
Try this one for a horror story. The little girl, not yet a year old, was set on the ground. Usually
OEA AAAEAO OEAA 11 OEAEO i1 OEAOC6O AAAEh AOGO 110
up a little worm-thing and tried to put it in her mouth. The baby Puff Adder, already as
poisonous as an adult but with less poison, bit the baby on the tongue and lip. They werehirnt
an hour from the Snake Parkthey raced here. They knew the snake.nBy gave the right anti
OATT1i18 )& UI O AT 180 EIT éaxyousAnhvénorA iE poisbhifehwrodgE AU A AT
one kills you. As they sat with the girl, BJ (the owner) stood by ready to perform a tracheotomy
but only if absolutely necessary. After three hours, the swellg began to decrease, next day she
was fine, a week later she was a little puffy on one cheek. With a black mamba bite, most people
Ai160 CAO EAOAN EZAZ OEAU Aih EO AAT QdnBhshddb OT 1
is sort of like a precursa of chemotherapy. Everybody knows about the Snake Park clinic, and
"x ATA ,Ul AiT160 AOAO AEAOCA AT UITA &£ O AT U OOA
aful-OET A AAU 1T OOOA 11 AOOUh OEAGO0 OEA TTA xEI OOE
BadlA AT AT O1T OAO8 4EA08O xEAOA xABOA OOAUEIT C AT A O
blessing.
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Lyn Bale, DeonNaude and BBale, the Snake Park people
The Brunch today was marvelous, even bitr were the conversations thatfollowed.
Repeating a line | wrote earlier: here conversation is the best dessert. Everyone was excited of
how well the weekend had gone, glad to meet a small group of passionate people whose
primary concern was the care of children, except maybe for thaine rather large man who was

ITTuU OAAEET C 1T OA T &£ OEA 110606 AAT EAET OO PAT AAEA
people at Pangani asked us to bring a tire and two inner tubes as we drive there tomorrow. We

OAEA 11T DOl Al Al h A adodede€Ca ndvEtdbl Braheidsparex\WWe A O

O00i PPAA ET 1 OOOEA Oi CcAO OEA OEOA8 4EA 0986 ET O
I OOOAT OAO xEAT xA £ O1TA EO xAOI 60 A AAO OEOAK E
theshat-AT AU , ATA 21 A0 Au AAT 6O A OE@OAAT OE 1T £ Al
ET AOAAGA 1060 OOAAOEIT T h Al AREO OEAOGBO 110 1 EEATU

petty details, like the difference between a tractor and a car tyrdNith a Why, we add.

We covered the 40 km drive from Arusha to Moshi in 90 minutes. The top speed is-80
kph with half the area in 58kph zones. All math works like that in Tanzaniaz A6 OA OOAUET C [
the Lutheran Hostel in Moshi, you can find it by turning A£O EOOO AAOAO - 08 #1 A
Supply Store. Here are a few other observations on Tanzania today: 1) Jean is 74 now and her
hair has amazingly remained brown, but today when she washed her hair the water turned
brown. | pointed it out to her with asmirk. But the color of dust was different than the color of
EAO EAEOh DPOIT &£ OEA AT AOGI 80 AT11T 0 ATUOEEIT C8 ¢(Q
km on the odometer, the gas tank was caved in, a piece of cloth was stuffed in to aim the
headlight in the right direction, and a rope across the handlebars, which | at first thought was
01 EAT ¢ EOAI 6h OOOT AA 100 OF AA EITITAETC OEA EAI
AT AOT 60 xT OE AEOEAO8 4EAADPGO AAJEBhAieBOEAOAAOAOD
foolish or drunk to ride on it, either as a passenger or a driver. It scares me just to look at the
AEEA8 oqQq &ETAIT T Uh AO Uil 660A AAAT OAAAET C Ul 06 0A
I OAO OEA PAAAOOOEAT OduAiAtidAkeph adjushin® Ehe I dailyFuntil 4 AT UAT
it went back to the way it was. But there is a new twist that has appeared, passengers who are
seeking rides on the local busses (daldalas) have learned to stand on the crosswalks to catch

the bustheywd Oh OEAU OOAT A OEAOA AT A OEA AOGO EAO O

AODO 11 x OO0IT PO 11 OEA AOI OOxAITE AT A UI O AAT 80 DPA
xA EAOA O 0601 b A& O OEAI 011 8 mtemomnbgiorgod. 3 0T AAU
Yougetupandk A Cci  O1T AAA Oi118 7A AAT 8O OAT A OEEO 1 A&/
4EAO8O0 1 EAAR EOI 80 EOGe '"T A AT AOGO Ui 6 Aii18 ,1 0AR
Jeannmarv

/ T A /,CEA (D @ A EO(“),&(J 'Dd\log/é%?, 12 February 2018, Monday

28


https://jeannmarv2013.wordpress.com/2018/02/12/one-of-last-weeks-people/




